ARO, DOE, NSF, and ONR, that meaningful data on support of the field
have been accumulated. Their help is necessary principally because
(i) support for the mathematical sciences at most mission agencies is
scattered throughout many programs; (ii) even where there is a math-
ematics program or a unified mathematical sciences budget, the tax-
onomies of the "mathematical sciences" vary, as do the meanings of
"research." If an aggregated budget is to be meaningful, consistent def-
initions must be employed.

Two problems complicate data collection: much R&D in mission
agencies is not basic research, and "mathematical sciences" is not defined
consistently.

When ICEMAP was reactivated five years ago, Dr. Ettore F. In-
fante, the program manager for Applied Mathematics at NSF, undertook
a study called Other Agency Support of Research in the Mathematical
Sciences FY19&1.13 The following year his successor, Dr. James Green-
berg, repeated the exercise. Using the taxonomy of the mathematical
sciences employed by NSF's Division of Mathematical Sciences,14 they
reviewed extramural grant proposals at the mission agencies to iden-
tify which supported basic academic research in the field. Prom these
reviews emerged: (i) accurate data on basic research, using NSF tax-
onomy; (ii) good estimates of total federal support, using the broader
definition of the mathematical sciences which is employed in this re-
port; (iii) understanding among the major agency representatives of the
common terminology.

This understanding has deepened over the past four years, as close
cooperation in support of the field has increased. As a result, data
can be reliably derived without the necessity of repeating each year the
time-consuming grant-by-grant reviews of 1980-81.

The role of ICEMAP is crucial in accumulating sound data on the
support of the field and in balancing it to ensure continued health of the
mathematical sciences.

VII. MASKING BY PUBLISHED AGGREGATE DATA

The deterioration of federal funding for basic research in the mathe-
matical sciences has been obscured in regularly published data on federal

7^  Internal NSF document.

At that time, the Mathematical Sciences Section in the Division of Mathemat-
ical and Computer Science.
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